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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
University of Minnesota, Morris Teacher Education Program Nationally Accredited 
    
The National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education’s accreditation system ensures teacher candidates are prepared to make a 
difference in P–12 student learning.  
 
MORRIS, Minnesota (August 12, 2016)—The University of Minnesota, Morris Teacher Education Program (UMM TEP) recently 
received accreditation for seven years under the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) standards. NCATE’s 
performance-based accreditation system for teacher preparation ensures teacher candidates are prepared to make a difference in P–12 
student learning.  
 
NCATE reviewers noted UMM TEP’s success in providing multiple opportunities and well organized field experiences that allow 
teacher candidates to gain or enhance the necessary knowledge, skills, and dispositions needed for beginning professionals in the 
teaching field. “All efforts in the program are aimed at the ultimate goal of P–12 student learning for all students in all places,” they 
wrote. 
 
“It is gratifying for our program to be recognized as providing teacher candidates an outstanding education and career preparation 
experience,” says Bart Finzel, vice chancellor for academic affairs and dean. 
 
Gwen Rudney, professor and chair of the Division of Education, adds that the Morris teacher education program has a long history of 
excellence in preparing teachers for this important work.  
 
“The value of state and national accreditation is in having the good work we do recognized and validated by professionals and experts 
who offer an external perspective,” says Rudney. “The process affirms what we already know: we are small and good!” 
 
An integral part of the Morris campus since its inception in 1960, UMM TEP is based on a belief that a successful teacher is one who 
reflects on teaching and makes instructional decisions that ensure student learning for all students in all places. The program is part of 
the lifelong development of an effective teacher and includes the study of liberal arts disciplines, pedagogy, teaching, and other life 
experiences. True to Morris’s undergraduate public liberal arts mission, UMM TEP focuses on the needs of preservice teachers seeking 
initial licensure. 
 
Morris offers an elementary education major that leads to Minnesota K–6 licensure, with optional endorsement in preprimary education 
or mid-level communication arts and literature, mathematics,  science, or social studies. Secondary education licensure offerings include: 
chemistry (9–12), communication arts and literature (5–12), earth and space science (9–12), French (K–12), general science (5–8), 
instrumental music (K–12), life science (9–12), mathematics (5–12), physics (9–12), social studies (5–12), Spanish (K–12), visual arts 
(K–12), and vocal music (K–12). 
 
Providers accredited under NCATE standards, as well as those accredited under the Teacher Education Accreditation Council (TEAC) 
Quality Principles, are now served by the single specialized accreditation system for educator preparation in the United States, the 
Council for the Accreditation of Educator Preparation (CAEP). More than 900 educator preparation providers participate in the CAEP 
accreditation system. 
 
Pictured: Morris education students regularly meet with and hear from successful practicing teachers as they prepare to enter the 
profession. 
 
View this story electronically.  
 
Through personal and academic discovery, the University of Minnesota, Morris provides opportunities for students to grow 
intellectually, engage in community, experience environmental stewardship and celebrate diversity. A renewable and sustainable 
educational experience, Morris prepares graduates for careers, for advanced degrees, for lifelong learning, for work world flexibility in 
the future, and for global citizenship. Learn more about Morris at morris.umn.edu or call 888-866-3382.  
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